: "And they cried, The Sword of the 
— Lord, re of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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~The Gospel of the | 
Grace of God 


(By Rev. J. C. Macaulay, Pas- 
tor Wheaton Bible Church, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. Stenographically Re- 
ported.) 


I am very happy to be with you 
today. 


"lf | Had Only One Sermon 
To Preach” 


A few years ago there were two 
books issued under the title, “If I 
Had Only One Sermon to Preach,” 
a British series and an American 
series. The men who -wrote for 
these volumes were requested to 
give the sermon that contained the 
essence of their message. Coming 
as I do today for one_ service 
amongst you, I feel myself to be in 
a similar situation. Now I am not 
going to commend the sermon, but 
I heartily commend the gospel 
preached in the sermon. 

I turn to the apostle Paul and 
ask him what he considered the 
very heart of his message, and I 
find his answer in the 20th chapter 
of Acts. He has called.a group of 
church elders to a little conference 
and he addresses them in these 
words: 

“Ye know, from the first day 
that I came into Asia, after 
what manner I have been with 
you at all seasons, 

“Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with 
many tears, and temptations, 
which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews: 

“And how I kept back noth- 
ing that was profitable unto 
you, but have shewed you, and 
have. taught you publickly, 
and from house to house, 

“Testifying both to the 
Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“And now, behold, I go 
bound in the spirit unto Je- 
rusalem, not knowing’ the 
things that shall befall me 

ethere: 

“Save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city, say- 
ing that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. 


“But none of these things 
move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which 
I have received of the Lord 
Jesus.” — Acts 20:18-24. 


And what was that ministry? 
Here it is: “To testify the gospel 
of the grace of God.” The apostle 
thus tells us the sum of his mes- 
sage: “the gospel of the grace of 
God.” Then he indicates the ap- 
plication of. that message, 
pentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ." I 
cannot think of any bringing to- 
gether of truth that would more 
fully constitute the message. I 
should like to give if I had only 
one sermon to preach. 


The Gospel Rejects Human Merit 


Let’s.then consider this body of 
gospel truth. It is spoken of as the 
gospel of the grace of God. Now 
what is that? Let us look at it 
negatively, first of ail, because so 

many have a wrong conception of 
the gospel. Ask anybody on these 
Chicago streets, “What do you 
think you -have to do to get to. 
heaven?” and ninety-nine out of | 
one hundred will give you such an | 
answer as this: “I reckon if a fel- 
low lives the best he can, he’s got 
a pretty good chance,” or “I guess 
if I pay my debts and am faithful 
to my wife, and a good father to 
my children, then I will get by that 
way.” Or perhaps another will say, 
“Well, if we do a lot of good deeds 
— just sort of enlarge the Scout’s 
Creed which requires one good deed 
a day — as many as we can, I 
believe Peter will let you into 
Heaven” (As if Peter had anything 
to do with it). That is something 
of the answer you would get. Now 
the gospel of the grace of God 
utterly sweeps aside everything 
that would make salvation depend 
upon the merits of men, or the 
good deeds of men. You will never 
be saved because you are a better 
fellow than your neighbor. You 
will never get eternal life because 
your daily conduct came up to a 


A Doctor on 


The well known nerve specialist, 
E. S. Sonners, M.D., of Chicago, 
says the following: 

‘I attack the modern .dance as 
a reversion toward savagery. As 
a medical man, I flatly charge that 
modern dancing is fundamentally 
sinful and evil. I charge that danc- 
ing’s charm is based entirely upon 
sex appeal. I charge that dancing 
is the most advanced and most 
insidious maneuvering preliminary 
to sex betrayal. It is nothing more 
or less than damnable, diabolical, 
animal, physical dissipation. 

“A young girl enjoys the dance 
because she is drugged by sug- 
gestive music and emotional over- 
stimulation unto a drunkenness, a 


| frenzy that takes her back nearer 


to the beast. Do brother. and sis- 
ter dance like that? Father and 
mother? Mother and son? Why 
is the long-married husband 
wearied soon of dancing with his 
wife? It is because the basic spell 
of the dance is the spell of illicit 
physical contact. A man who has 
learned what true love really is — 
something more than physical — 
does not willingly dance the mod- 
ern dance with a woman he oo 


loves, nor watch her dance with 
others. . | 
“We doctors know that there are 


certain point on God’s measuring 


the Dance 


mysterious currents, affinities that 
seem almost chemical. I am no 
prig or prude, and so I tell you 
frankly it is not safe to subject 
even the strongest men and ‘women 
to the subtle temptations of the 
dance. A trail of broken homes 
proves this. The physical stimula- 
tion of the dance with its fingerings 
of the lowest and most primitive 
emotions, drugs the intellect and 
the spirit. 

“TI tell you, the basic spell of the 
dance is the spell of illicit physical 
contact. | 

_‘Jnder what other shield can a 
man or woman, a youth or maiden, 
so promiscuously fondle so many 
of the opposite sex in a single 
night —-or a lifetime? 

“We doctors know — a trail of 
broken homes proves it. We are 
headed toward the pit. The dance 
craze is a sign. For spiritual com- 
munion, for intellectual com re 
ship, the physical stimula 
the dance, with its primitive i 
tions, is not necessary. It drugs the 
spirituality. Tt anesthetizes the 


(From The Carnival of Death, | 


ees Meny W Vom 
Bruch.) | 


‘re. : 


REV, J. C’ MACAULAY 
Pastor, Wheaton Bible Church 
Wheaton, Illinois 


pole. You will never get into Heav- 


en because you fulfilled certain 


duties or accomplished so many 
good works. The gospel of the 
| grace of God simply thrusts aside 
everything which has to do with 


| human. merit. —This-is-not-the-mes--|- 


sage of human merit. This is not 
the gospel of good grades. This is 
the gospel of the grace of God. 
That means that salvation comes 
to you wholly and solely through 
the grace of God. 


God's Gracious Attitude 


_ Well, now, what is the grace of 
God? The grace of God is, first 
of all, God’s loving compassion and 
God’s compassionate love to sin- 
ners. It begins with what’s in his 
heart. We are.all sinners. If. we 
were not sinners, God would not 
have to show grace. He could have 
love without grace if we were not 
sinners. If we were perfect be- 
ings who had always pleased Him, 
He might love us because we were 


good. 
God Loves Sinners 


I have heard mothers say to 
children, “Now Jesus will love 
if you are-a good little girl or good 
little boy,” and I have heard others 
say, “Jesus won’t love you if you 
are not good.” That is a iie. 
Mothers ought to learn not to tell 
their children lies. The love of the 
Lord Jesus, the love of God is not 
dependent upon our being good. He 
loves us who are sinners, despite 
the fact we are sinners. Does a 
mother love her boy only when he 
is good? Oh, no. Though that boy 
go as far astray as a boy could, 
get into the hands of the law, be- 
come a regular profligate, be con- 
dgmned to the gallows or the elec- 
tric chair, that mother will love 
him through it all. Do you think 
that God is any less loving than 
that? Will His love die out quick- 
er than a mother’s love? No in- 
deed. God loves sinners. When I 
read in John 3:16 that God so 
loved the world, I know that is not 
referring to the realm of creation. 
That is not talking about the beau- 
tiful scenery of the Rockies. No, 


no. He is not talking about the 


high mountains and the spacious 
heavens. He is talking about the 
world of sinners, men and women 
who have wrought evil, who have 
wicked hearts, and because they 
have wicked hearts are doing wick- 
ed deeds. 


Justice Must Be Satisfied 

Perhaps someone will say, “If 
God is such a God of love, Y guess 
He will overlook my sins. 

( CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


By THE EDITOR 


The Preacher, wise King Solo- 
mon at Jerusalem, wrote in Ec- 
clesiastes 3: 1, 2: “To everything 
there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven: a 
time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up that which is planted.” 

And that saying is true. A thing 
which is proper at one time may 


‘not be proper at another time. 


When we speak of “praying 
through” different people accord- 
ing to their back d and ex- 
perience, think of two entirely dif- 
ferent things. One group of peo- 
ple think of a sinner mourning and 
begging God for salvation until 


- after long hours of prayer, per- 


haps, he “gets through to God” as 

people say. Other people, when we 
speak of “praying through” think 
of one who is already a Chris- 
tian taking his burdens to God and 
waiting on God until he gets the 


answer to his prayers. The term 
“praying through” means entirely 
different things to different people. 
We will discuss both meanings 
here in the light of the Word of 


I. Shinenk Never Need To Pray 
Through To Be Saved. Trusting 
Christ Gets Instant Salva- 
tion Without Begging 


The “praying through’ doctrine 
is certainly out of place when ap- 
plied to the plan of salvation. Some 
people teach that a sinner, in order 
to be saved, needs to wait on God 
and pray and weep and mourn. The 
theory is that if one prays long 
enough and earnestly enough, God 
will finally hear his prayer and 
save him. Such people use the 
term “getting through to God.” 
They tell how sinners “weep their 
way through,’ or how they “pray 
through” and finally gain the vic- 
tory and God saves them. And 
Christian workers who think in 
such terms urge sinners to keep on 
praying until they get saved. And 


w!if one makes a bright profession, 


then they say that he 
through gloriously.” 
Such good people often have 


what they call a mourner’s bench 
or an altar where sinners are asked 


“came 


PRAYING THROUGH 


|. No Lost Sinner Need Ever To ' ‘Pray Through" To Be Saved. 
Trust In Christ Brings Instant Salvation. 


ll. Christians, However, Should "Pray Through" About Many Ties 


my boyhood hearing a good Bap- 
tist preacher say, “I guarantee 
that if you will come to the mourn- 
er’s bench three nights in succes- 
sion, you will be saved.” No such . 
guarantee is found, of course, in 
the Bible. I can guarantee some- 
thing far better than that: if you 
will trust Jesus Christ the tenth 
part of a second, committing your- 
self to Him, He will save you. In 
fact, the tenth part of a second is 
too slow for the way God really 
saves a sinner who trusts Him. 
This idea of sinners praying 
through for salvation is utterly 
foreign to the Bible. It is unscrip- 
tural and hurtful and wrong. I 
not mind having sinners put in 
words their acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour. I do not mind if a 
sinner wants to pray and say the 
words of the publican in the tem- 
ple, “God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner.” Perhaps, putting the matter 
in words may sometimes help to 
make it definite’in his mind. But 
it is certainly foolish and unscrip- 
tural to think that any wording of 
prayer is essential to salvation. It 
is certainly foolish and unscriptural 
to believe that any process involv- 
ing any set length of time is neces- 
sary for a sinner to be saved. I 
believe that everywhere the _ invi- 
tation that we ought to give to 
sinners is that they should trust 
Christ with their whole heart, turn- 
ing from sin honestly, and then | 
claim Christ openly as Saviour. 
And we ought to make it clear, as 
the Bible does from one end to the 
other, that the very instant a sin- 
ner will turn from his rebellion 
and trust in Christ, then he is 
saved already.and has everlasting 
life. I think” that inquiry rooms 
are sometimes useful. It is good 
for a Christian worker to take the 
Bible and after a sinner trusts 
Christ to show him the sweet as- 
surances of God’s word that he is 
already saved, when he has trusted 
Christ. Certainly it is wise to use 
the Word of God with unconverted 
sinners and show them that if they 
will penitently and honestly trust 
Christ, He will instantly save them. 
But the whole idea of mourning in 
order to be saved, of long seeking 
after God before He will hear and 
forgive, is utterly unscriptural. It 
dishonors God. It beclouds the plan 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


to kneel and pray. I remember in 


Some time ago readers were told 
about Rev. L. O. Engelmann, at 
Rio Grande City, Texas. He is 
pastor of a little Baptist church, in 
that small Texas border town, 
nearly full of Mexicans, largely 
controlled by Catholics. Brother 
Engelmann and Mrs. Engelmann 
have spent ten years as mission- 
aries in Mexico, and still have the 
missionary heart, and deliberately 
accepted this hard field with little 
prospect of a living wage, giving 
up a nice pastorate, because it 
seemed to them the call of God. 
They will do missionary work. 
among Spanish-speaking people in 
all that area. 

In Peoria, Illinois, a good church 
bought a new public address sys- 
tem and gave their old one to Mr. 
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John Stoll to overhaul and send to 


take care of his family. 
Mr. R. B. Stone, secretary- 
treasurer of Mission 


Helping A Home Missionary 


agreed to help prepare a lantern 
machine that can be used either 
with battery, farm current, or reg- 
ular 110-volt current. Brother 
Stone writes me as follows: 


“I am sure we can furnish 
Brother Engelmann with the 


outfit he needs if we can lo- 
cate a machine for him. He 
needs a standard size Stereop- 
tican Lantern Slide Machine 
that will work from electricity. 
He had one that used a gaso- 
line lamp but they are rare as 
I never heard tell of one be- 
fore. It is possible to operate 
such a machine from 110-volt 
current, 32-volt current, and 
from 6-volt current. I have my 


: 
: 
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the Faith Mi! : 
} Band of Lexington, Kentucky, has 
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; (CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

of salvation. It exalts man and 
man’s feelings and man’s experi- 
ence and man’s profession, instead 
of exalting God’s marvelous grace 
to save any-sinner instantly on the 
first turning of child-like faith. 

_ I find often that if churches have 
an altar it is unwise to use it, so 
that every one may understand 
that salvation is not gotten by 
knee-action or public mourning or 
by a process of saying certain 
words, or working up certain feel- 
ings. 

Man, carnal man, has an in- 
satiable desire to be saved by his 
own works, or his own feelings or 
emotions or experiences, instead 
of by simple faith. The idea of 
God’s unmerited grace is alien and 
foreign and distasteful to the car- 
nal mind. Most of the world wants 
to be saved by its good works. And 
if good Christians are forced, by 
the Bible, to abandon the idea. of 
salvation by works, then they like 
to substitute salvation by feeling, 
by earnestness, by certain experi- 
ences and emotions. There is no 
special way a person has to feel 
in order to be saved. There. is no 
special experience one has to go 
through, emotionally, in order to be 
saved. One who believes in Christ, 
in the sense of committal, depend- 
ence, trust, is already born again. 
Thus there are people saved who 
do not remember any emotional 
crisis, and cannot prove by their 
experience emotionally that they 
are saved. People often say, “I 
know I am saved because I was 
there when itghappened.” That 
sounds well, but that is not the 
Bible way to tell that you are 
saved. I was there when it hap- 
pened when I was born the first 
‘time, too, but I don’t remember 
anything about it. I would not 
know the day I was born, nor who 
was my father, nor who was my 
mother, nor who was the doctor, 
nor how much I weighed, from 
the simple fact that I° was there 
when it happened. No, the. truth 
of the matter is that I took my 
mother’s word for it. She cherisled 
the day carefully, and she it was 
who taught me to call her ‘“Ma- 
ma,” and to call my daddy ‘Pa- 
pa,” and to remémber December 
lith as my birthday. So I take 
my first birth and the details about 
it on the authority of one who 
knows. And that is the only sure 
way to know about the second 
birth, too. God’s Word tells me 
that if I trusted Him, I am saved, 
forgiven. And that is the sure evi- 
dence. 


i To be sure, I later found that 
_ there were certain physical simi- 


= Similarities between me and my 
» mother and my father. I have evi- 
»  # dence within me that I am their 
® child. And so a Christian may have 
» evidence in his own heart that 
® there has been a change, that he 
* is born again. But he must not 
depend upon his own observation 
| or opinions in such matters. Let 
_. him have the two-fold witness, first 
— from the Word of God that when 
he trusts. Christ he is saved, and 
second of this Holy Spirit within 
him that tells him his sin is for- 
given, and then he may know he 
is saved. : 


Because one had a Crisis of great 
emotion does not prove that he is 
Saved. Because one has a great 
period of depression and sense of 
_  faiture and condemnation does not 
_ prove that he is lost. The uncon- 
F verted may have a time of emo- 
_ tional crisis and ecstasy without 


» these people who believe in “pray- 
' ing through to God” for salvation, 
' do not believe that they are saved 
>» because God’s Word says so, but 
' because they pray until they reach 
a certain climax or emotion, a cer- 
- tain feeling. But the Bible knows 
© nothing about being saved by feel- 
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RAYING THROUGH 


ness in prayer in getting saved, it 


larities, and mental and spiritual. 


ing. It teaches being saved by 
faith. And one Who trusts God 
can take His simple word for it 
that Jesus died for him and loves 
him and is willing to change 
his heart at once. 


Along with the doctrine of “pray- 
ing through” for salvation, it would 
naturally follow that if you know 
you are saved by getting the feel- 
ing, then you will believe you are 
lost when you lose the feeling. Most 
of the people who insist on a time 
of mourning and pleading and beg- 

g God in order for a sinner to 
get saved, believe that the sinner 
when he loses his good feeling has 
lost his salvation. Since they de- 
pend somewhat on man’s faithful- 


comes natural for them to depend 
on man’s faithfulness in life to 
keep saved. 


Such a doctrine dishonors God. 
It makes man the active one in 
his salvation and God finally per- 
suaded to cooperate with man. It 
pictures a God who is hard-hearted 
and indifferent, but who can be 
finally won over by a_ sinner’s 
pleading. How wicked and unjust 
that is! What a slander on a God 
who gave His only Son to die for 
sinners! How evilly that misjudges 
the God who sends His Holy Spirit 
seeking after sinners continually 
and woos them with every mercy 
and with the witness of every one 
He can get to carry His message! 
The truth is that no sinner ever 
sought God but that God had been 
seeking him long before. No sin- 
ner ever became. willing to be 
saved but that God was willing all 
the time, even while the sinner was 
yet a rebel. If God has already 
provided for the salvation of every 
sinner who will trust Christ, and 
if He has freely offered salvation 
and promised it instantly to those 
who trust Christ, then a sinner can 
be instantly saved, and there is 
never any reason for a sinner to 
delay salvation a moment. 


In fact, persistent praying and 
mourning and pleading on the part 
of a sinner, is sometimes outright 
sin. It is a human substitution 
for the one thing God commanded 
him to do. God commands that 
the sinner repent. And that means, 
not a long period of penance as 
Roman Catholics translate the 
word in their Bible, but rather an 
instant turning of the heart from 
sin to trust Christ. God commands 
that every sinner everywhere look 
to Jesus and be saved. And if you 
spend your time in pleading instead 
of accepting freely what God has 
already, offered, you not only dis- 
obey God, but you make Him out 
a liar as if He were unwilling to 
give what He has plainly promised. 
The only way a lost sinner can 
obey the Lord in this matter, is to 
instantly trust Christ and depend 
on Him for salvation, believing 
that He does, yea, has. already 
done, what He promised to do, as 
soon as the sinner trusts in Him. 


In Dallas, Texas, in an open air 
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and trusting Jesus, the sinner is 
saved. 
Bible Proof That A Sinner Need 
Never Pray Through To 
Be Saved 


There are two kinds of proof in 
the Bible that a sinner never needs 
to pray through in order to be 
saved. : 

First, there are the plain pre- 
cepts, showing the plan of salva- 
tion. Again the Scriptures make 
it clear that instant salvation is 
available to those who believe. Con- 
sider the following: 

“But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on 
his name" (John -1:12). 

"For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not 

erish, but have everlasting 

ife'’ (John 3:16). 

"He that believeth on him 
is not condemned; but he that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God" 
(John 3:18). ; 

"He that believeth-on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not-the Son 
shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John 3:36). 

"Verily, verily, | say unto 
you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life" (John 5: 
24). 

"And this is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on him, may have ev- 
erlasting life: and | will raise 
him up at the last day" (John 
6:40). 

"Verily, verily, | say unto . 

ou, He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life’ (John 6: 
47). | 

"To him give ail the proph- 
ets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in 
him shall receive remission of 
sins’ (Acts 10:43). 

"And by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all 
things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of 
Moses" (Acts 13:39). 


"Believe on the Lord Jesus 


‘not. the confession that saves. 


verse, simply means to call once, 
and it does not mean a prolonged 
begging and: pleading. Nothing 
like that is taught either in that 


Bible. 
for mercy gets it. The very ask- 
ing is simple evidence of the faith 
in the heart, willingness to receive 
what God has long been offerimg 
the sinner. It is not that any cer- 
tain outward calling is necessary 
to salvation, for it is not. Rather, 


shows by that and proves that he 
has trusted. In the following verse, 
Romans 10:14, the Scripture ex- 
‘plains: 

“How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not 
believed?” | 
One who calls on Christ has al- 

ready trusted Him, and the calling 
is simply the evidence and proof 


The one who calls has already 
trusted. 

Again, a similar thought is in- 
volved in the words of Jesus in 
Matthew 10:32: 


“Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my 
Father which is in heaven.” 
One who claims Christ is saved. 

Certainly it does not take long to 
own or claim Christ. Again, it is 


Joseph of Arimathea was a dis- 
ciple of Christ, and was _ saved, 


verse or any other verse in the | 
The soul that asks Jesus/ 


one who calls on the Lord simply | ¢ 


of the faith that instantly saves.| fa” 


though he was a secret disciple 


-and had never openly. confessed 
Christ. Confession does not save. | 


Rather it is the proof that one has 
trusted Christ in the heart. As 
little time as it takes a poor sin- 
ner to claim Christ as Saviour, in 
less time than that he has looked 
to the Saviour, trusting Him in the 
heart, and has been saved. 

.So we see that the Bible prom- 
ises never picture salvation as a 
long drawn-out process of those 
who plead long enough, who mourn 
long enough, who persist until 
they touch the heart of a care- 
less and indifferent God. No, no, 
by all the promises of the Bible, 
the sinner that turns in his heart 
to trust Christ is instantly saved. 
So praying through for a lost sin- 
ner, is never necessary to his sal- 
vation. 

Do not misunderstand me, I did 
not say that those who wait long 
before God and pray much never 
get saved. I am sure that they 
often do. But they never get saved 
until they trust. And if they had 
put the trusting at the first end of 
their pleading, instead of at the 
last end, they would have been 
saved at once, and have saved 
themselves all that delay and that 
sinful rejection of Christ while 
they pleaded. 

The one sure and blessed way to 
be saved is to take God’s Word 
for it that when you in your heart 
turn from sin to trust in Christ 
Jesus, you already have everlast- 
ing life. 

In November, 1939, at. Marquette 
Manor Baptist Church in Chicago, 
a-young man came to the services 
and came forward wanting to be 


’ being saved. You may be sure 


revival one night a number of peo- 
ple came to trust Christ as Sav- 
iour. They came to the front to 
take my hand, after a clear Bible 
message, and after the invitation 
had made it insistently plain that 


hearts from sin and trust.in Christ 
for salvation and a new heart and 
everlasting life. Those who came 
forward were dealt with by me 
personally. In a few words I probed 
into their hearts the best I could 
to see that they came admitting 
they were wicked sinners and 


at once, whole heartedly, were put- 
ting their trust in Christ. They 
were a happy bench-full of people 
when we had the benediction. Then 
. woman came forward and said 
Oo me: 


“Brother Rice, don’t you think 


we had better get these people on 
their knees?” 


“Well, praying is always all 
right,” I said, “but what for?” 

“To get them to pray through,” 
she answered. 

“But Christ has already PAID 
through,” I said, “and so a sin- 
ner never has to pray through.” 


man’s salvation, that now man 
doesn’t have to do anything, nei- 
ther working, nor kéeping com- 
mandments, nor weeping, nor pray- 
ing, nor mourning, but simply to 


| accept what Christ has done for 


him. The instant there is a. livin 


| faith in-the heart, surrenderin 


ng to 


they were simply to turn their 


needed forgiveness, and if they now: 


Christ has done so much for, 


Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house" (Acts 
16:31). 


No honest reader of the above 
verses can say that they involve 
a praying through process in order 
to be saved. No, they teach in- 
stant faith in Christ. The instant 
one trusts in Christ he already 
has everlasting life. 

So many other Scriptures which 
deal with the plan of salvation 
make it clear that it is instan- 
taneous. 

For instance, John 6:37 says, 
“Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out.” That coming is 
by faith, of course, a believing act 
of the heart. It is anothereway of 
saying the same thing. But it does 
not say, “Him that cometh and 
keeps on coming and keeps on’com- 
ing unto me I will in no wise cast 
out.” No, no! There is no time 
element in that coming. The in- 
stant a sinner in his heart comes 
to God he has salvation. 

Just so in John 1:12 quoted 
above, “As many as received him,” 
were saved. And the receiving is 
simply to say yes to Jesus and let 
Him come into the heart. It could 
not possibly require any prolonged 
process. When the door is un- 
locked, the Saviour comes in. When 
the heart says yes, the Saviour 
does what He has longed to do and 
has been begging to be allowed 
to do. 

In Romans 10:13 we are.told: 

“For whosoever shall call 


‘yupon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” — i 


saved. He came from Tennessee 
where they were accustomed to 
the mourners’ bench and to long 
waiting on God and begging God 
for salvation. His mother had 
shouted when she was saved, and 
he, too, felt he must shout or he 
would not know he was saved. I 
told him that he must trust in 
Christ, and then I asked dear 
Brother Frank Sheriff, secretary 
of the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee, to take the Bible and 
show the young man how to be 
saved, | 

They went to the inquiry room 
and spent a good long while there 
together. After the services were 
dismissed, this young man came 
back with Mr. Sheriff. The Bible 
had done its blessed work. He 
shook my hand and said, “Brother 
Rice, I don’t feel like I wanted to 
feel, but the Bible says I am 
Saved!” | 

And so he was, you may be sure, 
if the Bible said he was saved. 
When he trusted in Christ he got 
everlasting life. And later, if he 
went on to serve the Lord and win 
souls, and grow in grace, I am 
sure he had all the joy and blessed 
emotion that he needed. But the 
emotional crisis is not the sure 
proof of salvation. Simple trust- 
ing in Christ’s Word, in His blood, 
in His love, in His atonement, is 


saved. fy 
The second way to prove from 
the Bible that a sinner- does not 


But to-call, in the sense of that |: 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE)" - 
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The favorite of all! The 5th 
printing of 5,000 copies has just 
been ordered of this book, which will 
make 25,000 copies in five months. 
People are ordering them from 
their own publishers. Radio speak- 
ers are advertising them. One man 
has bought 6,000 copies. Another 


;man has spoken for 10,000 copies 


to be printed, ready for him in 
March. Every review, as far as we 
know, in many Christian maga- 
zines and papers, has been favor- 
able. Dr. H. A. Ironside said, 
“This is a precious unfolding of 
truth concerning the Father’s 
House, designed to comfort the 
hearts of those who have been be- 
reaved and to stir others with a 
desire to know the One whose pres- 
ence makes Heaven, that they may 
be with Him forever in eternity. 
There are eight chapters, and ev- 
ery one of them clear and Scrip- 
tural. This would be an ideal book 
for ministers to put into the hands 
of those who are mourning the loss 
of Christian friends and relatives.” 


In this morning’s mail came a re- 
port of another person saved at 
Rome, Georgia, through the read- 
ing of this blessed little book. We 
have heard of twelve or more who 
claim to have taken Christ as 
Saviour through this message 
alone, 

Sixty-eight pages, eight tender, 
Scriptural, heart-warming chap- 
ters, with a soul winning message. 
Eggshell book paper, beautiful and 


expensive Crystallon art cover, 


presentation page, blue ink, large 
clear- type. Get them for your 
friends and loved ones. Price :25c 
a copy, five for $1.00. Special price 
: Order from The 
Sword Book Room, 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


ma Hh 


God’s New Creation; 
Sermons For Special 


Occasions 


By Rev. William Sheldon Bow- 
den. Published by Light and Hope 
Publications, Berne, Indiana. Cloth 
bound, $1.00. Here are twenty-one 
messages in a book of 176 pages. 
That means that they are reason- 
ably brief, and they are fresh, 
earnest, fundamentally sound Bible 
messages, true to the Word of God. 
A pastor will find many sugges- 
tions here, as there are special ser- 
mons for New Years, Palm Sun- 
day, Good Friday, Easter, Moth- 
er’s Day, Ascension Sunday, Me- 
morial Day, Baccalaureate, a wed- 
ding, communion Sunday, Fourth 
of July, Labor Day, Armistice, 
Thanksgiving Day, Advent Sunday, 
and Christmas Sunday, etc. There 
are a good many quotations and 


is fresh and helpful. We commend 
the book gladly. 


Subscribe! Renew! 


The Sword of the Lord 


$1.00 A YEAR 
3 YEARS FOR $2.00 


Subscribe For Others 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


need to pray through in order to 
be saved is by Bible examples. And 
Bible examples, just as surely as 
Bible precepts and promises, show 
that a sinner when he is saved at 
all, is saved instantly, without any 
long period of mourning or plead- 
ing trying to touch the heart of a7. 
indifferent God, or trying to work 
up his own soul to the proper state 
so God can save him. Just so, the 
examples in the Bible prove that 
people who were saved were saved 
instantly without praying throug’h. 

How delightfully simple are the 
cases of salvation described in the 
Bible! Note in John 1:40-42 how 
Simon Peter was saved: 


“One of the two which heard 
John speak, and followed him, 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

' brother. He first findeth his 
own brother Simon, and saith 
unto him, We have found the 
Messias, which is, being in- 
terpreted, the Christ. And he 
brought him to Jesus.” 


When Peter got to Jesus he was 
saved, for he got to Jesus in the 
heart, as well as in body. 

Philip was saved, evidently, when 
Jesus ‘‘findeth Philip, and saith 
unto him, Follow me” (John 1: 
43). 

Then we learn of the salvation of 
Nathanael. Philip, the new con- 
vert, went and got Nathanael and 
brought him to Jesus. One question 
to Jesus and all his doubts were 
removed and Nathanael was 
saved (John 1:45-49). In _ those 
cases there was certainly not any 
time of mourning and wailing and 
weeping and begging in order to 
get saved. 

In the 4th chapter of John, the 
woman at the well of Sychar in 
Samaria was saved as Jesus talked 
to her. When Jesus led the woman 
to be convicted of her sins and 
said unto her, when she mentioned 
the Messiah, that “I that speak 
unto thee am he” (John 4:26), the 
woman at once left her waterpot 
and ran away to win others to 
Christ, and to bring the men out 
of the city to see Him! There was 
certainly not any mourner’s bench 
and wailing and pleading and beg- 


_ ging there before she was saved! 


And we are told about the Sa- 
maritans of the city, that many 


of them were saved. even before: 


they could get out of the city to 
see Jesus. And others, just as soon 
as they got out to the well and 
heard Him, were saved and told 
the woman so! 

In Luke 18:13, 14, Jesus tells 
about the conversion of the publi- 
can in the temple in the following 
brief words: 

“And the publican, standing 
afar off, would not lift up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, say- 
ing, God be merciful to me a 
sinner. I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified...” 
A prayer of seven words, and the 

poor sinner went home already 
saved! Certainly there was no so- 
called ‘“‘praying through” there. 

In Luke 23:42, 43, we have the 
simple story of the conversion of 
the dying thief on the cross in 
these words: 

“And he said unto Jesus, 
Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. And 
Jesus said unto him, Verily I 
say unto thee, Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.” 
There, in a prayer of nine words, 

the dying thief was saved and the 
entire account takes only two vers- 
es. And if there was ever a poor 
wicked sinner that ought to have 
to beg for salvation, it seems to 
me it would have been this man, a 
fondemned criminal deserving to 


“die by his own admission. Yet he 


simply called on Jesus and got sal- 
vation instantly. Ne 

In the book of Acts we find many 
examples of how people were 
Saved. Poor Cornelius in heathen 
darkness and ignorance, fasted and 


prayed and begged God, but it did 


no good. God told him to send for 
Peter who would tell him words 
“whereby thou and all thy house 
Shall be saved.” Peter started a 


PRAYING THRO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Was earnest and sincere, and sor- 
ry for his sins. I do not mind tears 
when a sinner turns to Christ. But 
I want us to remember that God 
is already, instantly ready to save 
anybody who will trust in Him. 

In Acts 13:6-12 we have the 
story of the conversion of the 
deputy, Sergius Paulus, at Paphos, 
in Crete. Paul and Barnabas 
preached to him and we are told: 
“Then the deputy, when he saw 
what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of the 
Lord.” That was certainly an in- 
stantaneous conversion, wasn’t it? 

In Acts 16:14, 15, we are told 
how Lydia was converted: 


“And a certain woman 

named Lydia, a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira, wnich 
worshipped God, heard us; 
whose heart the Lord opened, 
that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of 
Paul. And when she was bap- 
tized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, 
and abide there. And she con- 
strained us.” 

It was as simple as this: God 
opened her heart and she believed 
and was saved. That Seems to 
have been a very quiet conversion, 
but it was certainly genuine. And 
there was no long process of 
mourning and wailing or waiting 
and begging God in her case. God 
opened her heart, and she saw she 
was a sinner and trusted Christ 
and Paul was convinced and she 
was baptized. 

Acts 16:32-34 tells of the conver- 
sion of the Philippian jailor and 
his whole household. Read it for 
yourself and you will see that there 
was no time of mourning or weep- 
ing. In fact, from the time the 
earthquake came at midnight 
(Acts 16:25) and the time the 
whole family was saved and bap- 
tized and Paul and Barnabas had 
their backs washed and supper pre- 
pared, it was not yet day. The 
whole family was taught the word 
of the Lord, was won to Christ, 
was taken out and baptized, the 
apostles had their backs washed, 
and had eaten a good meal before 
morning! 

No, the mourner’s bench plan of 
salvation is not in the Bible. I 
mean that the Bible does not teach 
that anybody needs to take a long 
period of time to find God. God’s 
way is for the sinner to turn his 
heart from his sins, penitently, to 
trust in Jesus Christ, and then he 
is instantly saved. 

I mean no unkindness to good 
and earnest people who are anxious 
for sinners to be “genuinely saved.” 
I am anxious, too, for them to be 
saved. But I remind you that the 
genuineness of their salvation does 
not depend on how long they cry 
nor how long they pray.’ When 
God does the saving, He does it 
genuinely. A lady not long ago 
said about another, ‘I believe that 
she is thoroughly saved.’ Well, 
thoroughly saved is the only kind 
of saved there is. God never does 
half-way save anybody, and God 
Saves everyone who trusts Christ 
for salvation and does it thorough- 
ly and eternally. 

Someone says, that when a child 
is born there must be a period of 
travail. Yes, but the child does 
not do the travailing. The mother 


teach that unsaved people should 
travail, but rather it says, “As 


.soon as Zion travailed, she brought 


forth her children” (Isa. 66:8). 
Christians need to travail over lost 
sinners. But lost sinners simply 
need to repent and trust Christ. 
Lost sinners do not need to “pray 
through.” They need simply to ac- 
cept what Christ has already paid 
through. for them. Salvation is in- 
stantly available for everyone who 
will accept it as a free gift of 
God, paid for by the blood of 
Christ. : 


ll. But Christians Ought Often To 
“Pray Through" With Long Con- 
tinued Supplications and 
Waiting On God Until 
God Answers Their 

Prayers 
Again we remind you that what 
is seasonable- and proper in one 
case is not seasonable and proper 
in other cases. The Scriptures cer- 
tainly teach that the kind of prayer 
that is proper for a Christian is 


|far different from the kind of 


prayer that is proper for a lost 


I. How Can People Be 
Saved In the Great 
Tribulation If the 
Holy Spirit Is Taken 
Out At the Rapture 
Of the Saints? 


II. Will Germany 
Win This War? 


From Arp, Texas, Mrs. H. C. 
L—— asked the above questions. 


Dear Mrs. L-——: 


Your letter of December 19 asked 
how people can be -saved in the 
great tribulation time if the Holy 
Spirit is taken out at the rapture. 


The answer is that the Holy 
Spirit is not taken out of the world 
as far as His activity is concerned. 
Second Thessalonians 2:7, which 
speaks of the One (evidently the 
Holy Spirit) Who now lets, or 
hinders, until He be taken out of 
the way, evidently simply means 
that the Holy Spirit,.in the sense 
that He dwells in the bodies of 
saved people, will be taken out at 
the rapture. As far as working 
through the bodies of these saved 
people is concerned, the Holy Spirit 
will be taken out, of course. But 
the Holy Spirit also works in the 
-vorld independent of Christians’ 
bodies. He is everywhere. And He 
will convict sinners and save them, 
just as in Old Testament times, 
when He did not live in the bodies 
of saved people. Perhaps also He 
will come into the bodies of new 
converts in the tribulation time and 
live. Certainly His work in the 
world will not be ended simply be- 
cause He catches the saints up to 
meet Christ in the air. 

Your second question was, "Do 
you think Germany will win this 
war?” I certainly hope not, and 
I earnestly pray that Germany will 
not win this war. I know of no 
Scripture which gives the answer. 
However, I know that God will not 
continually prosper the wickedness 
of Hitler. And prophecy seems to 


aligned with Russia, not with Italy 
and the revived Roman Empire, 
during the tribulation time. So I 


think that Germany must decrease, 
and Italy must increase. It is my 


to judgment soon, and that God 
will take the part of England, and 
Norway, and Ethiopia, and Den- 
mark, and Holland, and Belgium, 
and Poland, and Czechoslovakia, 
and of Greece who have been so 
murderously and wickedly assault- 
ed by evil men. 

I thank you for your letter and 
questions. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


sinner on the question of salva- 
freely offered to everybody in the 
not to believe God and accept what 


He offers. He has offered -salva- 
tion to every person in the world 


does that. And the Bible does not | WhO will receive it. But on other 


matters, we may never get the as- 
will give us certain things, unless 


out His will in our lives, Persist- 
ent, believing, intercessory, agoniz- 
ing prayer is proper for a Chris- 


God. 


such persistent prayer by people 
who were Christians: 

1. Read how Jacob wrestled with 
God and prevailed. Genesis 32:24- 
29 tells the story as follows: 

“And Jacob was left alone; 
and there wrestled a man with 
with him until the breaking of 
the day. And when he saw 
that he prevailed not against 
him, he touched the hollow of 
his thigh; and the hollow of 
-Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, 
as he wrestled with him. And 
he said,.Let me go, for the day 
breaketh., And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou 
bless me. And he 1 unto 
him, What is thy name? And 
he said, Jacob. And he said, 


Thy name shall be called no. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


me to teach that Germany will be 


fervent prayer that God will bring 
the awful wickedness of Germany 


tion. On a matter which is already 


world, it is unbelief and rebellion 


surance of God’s will, and that He 


we wait on God until He can work 


tian when he takes his burdens to 


Note some Bible examples of 


PAGE THREE 


TIDE TURNING 
FOR PROHIBITION 


(Facts gleaned from The Na- 
tional Voice Magazine.) 

On November 5th, the state of 
Oklahoma voted by a majority of 
84,159 votes to retain its state- 
wide prohibition law which it has 
had ever since joining the Union 
in 1907. : 

Last August South Carolina “by 
a majority of nearly 52,000, gave a 
mandate to the legislature of 1941 
to do something with the traffic 
in South Carolina.” 

In Kentucky this month another 
county joined the dry column, 
making fifty counties in this south- 
ern state, the greatest whiskey 
producing state in the nation, out 
of 120 counties, that have voted 
to ban booze. : 

Persons County, North Carolina, 
has voted against state liquor 
store. 

Calhoun County, West Virginia, 
voted out liquor stores recently by 
a two to one majority. 3 


Brooks County, Georgia, which 
went wet two years ago, is now in 
a dry column by a three to one 
vote, 


The United States Treasury in a 


report says that beer sales de- 


creased in July by 533,000 barrels, 
that is, sixteen and a half million 
gallons of beer that American peo- 
ple did not drink during the month 
of July, .1940, and in the month 
eight breweries closed their doors. 


This decrease in beer does not 
mean that the drinking tends to 
moderation. Rather, it means that 
local option elections all over 
America are little by little taking 
back the country for prohibition 
and liquor is being outlawed. : 


For overwhelming moral and 
economic reasons, the public li- 
censing of the booze business to 
make drunkards, paupers and har- 
lots and to wreck homes, corrupt . 
the government and damn souls, is 
being outlawed. 


Don’t let anybody fool you. For 
any local community or county or 
state or nation to license beer and 
wine and whiskey for tax revenue 


or for any other reason, is silly, 
wasteful, short-sighted, immoral, 
and wicked. The inevitable reap- 
ing that follows such sowing will 
turn the people again from legal- 
ized liquor to prohibition, if Chris- 
tian people do right, if preachers 
preach right, and if citizens vote 
honestly. 
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IN 5 BOOKS BY EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 
(All 5 For Only $1.00) 


These books or pamphlets are all 5% x 7% inches, printed on 
nice book paper, with colored paper cover, large type 


ally reported, 


colored cover, 


What Is Wrong With 


the Dance? 


Newly printed by Zondervan. 
modern dance is the child of the brothel, sister 
of drunkenness, lewdness, divorce and murder, 
the mother of lust — a road to Hell! 
preached by the editor in Dallas. Stenographic- 


Proves the 


A sermon 


with other valuable material 


added. It has a real punch and certainly shows 
what is wrong with the dance. 45 pages, 


25¢ 


price, each 
(5 for $1.00): 


World-Wide War and the Bible 


Five thrilling chapters as follows: (1) Will America Get In? 
(2) Should Christians Fight? (3), Universal Human Wickedness 


and the Inevitable Collapse of Human Civilization. 


(4) The 


Prophesied Future Lineup of the Nations. (5) War — Signs That 
Christ is Coming Soon. This answers many questions about war 


and is of vital interest. 126 pages, leatherette paper cov- 
er, a remarkable value. Postpaid, each, only..... 


25¢ | 


(5 for $1.00) 


Bible Facts About Heaven 


8 chapters, 68 pages, on Heaven. Beautiful Crystallon cover, blue 
ink, large type, with presentation page. Dr. H. A. Ironside says: 
“This is a precious unfolding of truth concerning the 
Father’s House, designed to comfort the hearts of those who 
have been bereaved and to stir others with a desire to know 
the One whose presence makes Heaven, that they may he 
with Him forever in eternity. There are eight chapters, and 
every one of them clear and Scriptural. This would be an 
ideal book for ministers to put into the hands of those who 
are mourning the loss of Christian friends and relatives.” 
We have already heard from five conversions through this beau- 
tiful gift book. Four printings, 15,000 copies in two 
months, 68 pages. Price, each, postpaid................-000--22.ee 25¢ 
(5 for $1.00) 
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Here are ten startling chapters, 
f— what is actually wrong with the movies. Gives 
@—@ an analysis of 115 films by leading educators. 
Gives testimonies of fallen girls and criminals, 
showing that movies led to their ruin. Proves 
Christians ought to stay away from the 
movies. 117 pages, many Scriptures. Two col- 
or paper cover. Very popular. Five 
editions. already. Price, postpaid.............. 35C 
(4 copies for $1.00) : 


Wrong With the Movies? 


telling 


Jewish Persecution and Bible Prophecies 
_ Here are seven chapters as follows: (1) Why Does Satan Cause 


Persecution of the Jews? 
How Long Will It Continue? 


(2) Why Does God Permit It? 


(3) 


(4) What Will Happen to Jewish 


Enemies? (5) Will the Dictator-Complex End Up in a Jew 


Hating: Antichrist? 


(6) When Will True Christians and True 


Jews Unite? (7) Is the Long-Expected Jewish Messiah Coming? 


Many Scriptures, great help to prophetic students. Especially 
attractive to Jews. Use this to send Jewish friends, 48 — 2 
pages, leatherette paper cover, price, postpaid........................ 5¢ 


(5 for $1.00) 


ALL 5 ONLY 


$1.00 


Here are 406 pages for this 


remarkable price. If you have 


one or two of these, get the whole set, save money and give the 
extra one to some person who needs it. God is using these mes- 
sages in a remarkable way. You should see the orders coming in. 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
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WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


more Jacob, but Israel: for as 
a prince hast thou power with 
God and with men, and hast 
prevailed. And Jacob asked 
him, and said, Tell me, I pray 
thee, thy name. And he said, 
Wherefore is it that thou dost 
ask after my name? And he 
blessed him there.” 


There is good evidence to be- 
lieve that Jacob had already trust- 


. ed in the Lord. He had met God 


at Bethel as described in Genesis, 
chapter twenty-eight, but now, 


. Jacob. prevailed with God and got 


a new name and a new blessing. 
and went out the next morning to 
meet Esau unafraid after an all 
night time of prayer and wrestling 
with God. | 

Jacob certainly prayed through 
about the problem of meeting his 
blood-thirsty brother who had 
sworn to kill him. Christians have 
a right to pray through about their 
problems and burdens, 

Daniel set his face to seek the 
Lord by prayer and supplication 
with fasting and sackcloth and 
Daniel prayed 
through until the angel Gabriel 
came and made known to Daniel 
the thing he was so greatly -con- 
cerned about — the future of the 
nation Israel which had so greatly 
sinned against God. Again in the 
tenth chapter, Daniel prayed 
through, going for three full weeks 
without eating any pleasant bread, 
any meat or wine, and finally his 
prayer was answered and divine 
revelation was given to him, and 
his heart’s burden was eased. 

Wehemiah prayed through about 


‘the sad condition of the desolate 


city of Jerusalem during the cap- 
tivity. Nehemiah 1:4 says: 


“And it came to pass, when 

I heard these words, that I sat 

down and wept, and mourned 

certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heav- 
en. | 

Some of Nehemiah’s prayer is 
given to us, how contritely he pled 
with God! But his prayer was 
heard, the heart of the king was 
touched, and God sent Nehemiah 
back to build the walls of the city 
so dear to his heart, because he 
prayed through. : 

When a group of Israelites were 
going back from Babylon to Je- 
rusalem under Ezra the scribe, 
they proclaimed a fast at the River 
Ahava and there they afflicted 
themselves and fasted and prayed 
and begged God for protection 
from the bandit bands that roamed 
the country, since they were 
ashamed to ask the king for sol- 
diers, having told him that God 
would care for them. And they 
prayed through, as Ezra 8:21-23 
tells us, and God was entreated for 
them and protected them. They 
arrived safely and unharmed at 
Jerusalem. 

The Jews fasted and prayed that 
God would spare their lives during 
the time of Queen Esther in 
Persia, and in three days and 
nights they prayed through and the 
Jews had salvation and then ven- 


-geance on their enemies. 


The people of Nineveh fasted 
and prayed, and God ented of 
the evil that He thought to do to 
their great city and did it not. 
Their fasting was not in order to 


lent and not destroy the great 
wicked city as He had announced 
through Jonah that He would do. 
_ In the New Testament it is the 
Same way. Preceding Pentecost it 
is certainly fair to say that the 


' disciples prayed through. Acts 1: 


14 says: 

“These all continued with 
one accord in prayer and sup- 
plication, with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren.” 


Supplication, that is pleading, is 
certainly all right for a child of 


_ God wanting to become a soul win- 


ner, It is not in order for a lost 
sinner wanting to be saved. The 
sinner simply needs to trust and 
accept the salvation so freely of- 
fered. But the Christian needs God 
to work him over and prepare him 


s ile soul winning and endue him 
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PRAYING THROUGH 


with power from on high, and he 
should pray through. 

Paul the apostle was converted 
on the road to Damascus. After 
his conversion he went three days 
and nights praying and fasting 
(Acts 9:9, 11). Paul prayed 
through and got his eye-sight back 
and was filled with the Holy Ghost 
to begin his marvelous ministry. 

In Acts 13:1-4 we see again 
where a group of Christians prayed 
through. They ministered unto the 
Lord and fasted until God told 
them they should send away Bar- 
nabas and Saul as missionaries. 
They prayed through for divine 
leading. And then again -they 
fasted and prayed and prayed 
through for divine power on these 
preachers, and sent them forth. 

In the 12th chapter of Acts, 
verses 1 to 17, we see how a group 
of Christians gathered at the home 
of Mary, the mother of John Mark, 
and prayed through until the 
apostle Peter was released from 
jail by an angel. That was long- 
continued, heart-searching, heart- 
broken praying. And that is the 
example of New Testament Chris- 
tians everywhere. 

In this case I have giver the 
examples first. But the precepts 
about Christians praying through 
prove the same thing. God does 
want His own children, born-again 
Christians, to- wait on Him and 
plead for the things they need, 
particularly for power and help in 
the things they cannot do them- 
selves. 

For example, in Luke 11:5-8, Je- 
sus gave this story: 

“And he said unto them, 

Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go unto him 
at midnight, and say unto him, 
Friend, lend me three loaves; 
for a friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me, and I 
have nothing to set before him. 
And he from within shall an- 
swer and say, Trouble me not: 
the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; 
I cannot rise and give thee. I 
say unto you, Though he will 
not rise-and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet because 
of his importunity he will rise 
and give him as many as he 
needeth.” 


Notice the key word in verse 8: 
“Because of his importunity he will 
rise and give him as many as he 
needeth.” Importunity is the way 
for a Christian to get things from 
God. And that passage evidently 
refers to a child of God wanting 
power to win others. A Christian 
has a right to go to God and beg 
for the bread of life to give others. 
Go, Christians, confess to. God 
that “a friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him.” Con- 
cerning this matter of Holy Spirit 
power to win souls, do not take a 
denial. Bread for sinners is only 
given to those who learn the 
secret of “importunity.” The sin- 
ner need never pray through to be 
saved, but a Christian who wants 
the supernatural, miracle-working 
power of the Holy Spirit has a 
right to wait on God, yea, is taught 
to do so by the plain word of our 
Saviour Himself. 

Again Jesus taught importunate 


|prayer in Luke 18:1-8 as follows: 
get saved, but that God would re-/ 


“‘And he spake a parable un- 
to them to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not 
to faint; saying, There was in 
a city a judge, which feared 
not God, neither regarded 
man: and there was a widow 
in that city;. and she came 
unto him, saying, Avenge me 
of mine adversary. And he 
would not for a while: but 
afterward he said within him- 
self, Though I fear not God, 
nor regard man; *Yet because 
this widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her con- 
tinual coming she weary me. 
And the Lord said, Hear what 
the unjust judge saith. And 
shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night 
unto him though he bear long _ 
with them? I tell Yeu that he 
will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?’ 

Note that the sole end of the 
— on pra Jesus 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


|The Gospel of the 


Grace of God 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


the fact that I have done a good 
many wrong things, He will have 
mercy on me and let me into Heav- 
en after all.” But God’s grace 
takes account of God’s justice. 

So the second point we note in 
regard to the grace of God is, that 
it is an act of God. First of all, 
the disposition of God, the loving 
compassion, the compassionate 
love, and second, an act of God that 
enables Him on the basis of justice 
and righteousness to forgive sins. 
God cannot overlook sin. His eyes 
are holier than to behold iniquity 
and cannot look upon sin. Where 
there is sin, there must be the pen- 
alty of sin. There must be a com- 
plete dealing with sin, and God 
will never forgive a sinner unless 
the sins of that sinner have been 
absolutely ‘and forever dealt with. 
We ought to remember that in re- 
gard to this great gospel of ours. 


Two Pals Meet 


Over in England there were two 
boys who grew up together, went 
to* school together. Time came 
when life diverged. One went into 
the profession of law, the other 
went into a life of instability. The 
one climbed, the other drifted. The 
one who climbed became judge, the 
other went down into crime. After 
some years these two faced each 
other once again, and it was in a 
court of law. One was the judge, 
the other was the prisoner. The 
prisoner was found guilty of the 
crime of which he was charged and 
the judge imposed sentence. He 
imposed the extreme sentence for 
the crime committed, a large fine 
or a long imprisonment if the fine 
were not paid. The prisoner looked 
at the judge — for they had recog- 
nized each other — and, addressing 
the judge by his first name, said, 
“Jack, I didn’t think you would 
treat me like that.- Don’t you re- 
member we were pals together at 
school? Can’t you show mercy to 
an old pal?” 

The judge said, “I am not here 
as your pal; I am here as your 
judge. I am here to uphold justice 
of the crown.” With that he arose 


from his seat and, laying off his 


robes, he went down to the desk 
of the clerk of court, took out his 
own check book and wrote out a 
check, covering the fine. He handed 
it to the clerk and received a re- 
ceipt and went over to the prison- 
er, saying, “Now I am acting as 
your pal. There is the receipt. You 
are a free man.” 


God's Great Act of Grace | 


That is how God does in His 
grace. He is our judge and must 
condemn our sin. Our sin must be 
dealt with before He can forgive. 
And how has He dealt with it? 


her cause and deliver her from her 
adversaries and give her justice. 
And shall not God’s own children 
cry unto Him day and night? 
“And shall not God avenge his own 
elect which cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with 
them? I tell you that he will 
avenge them speedily.” 

When the Saviour comes, verse 
8 above hints that He will find lit- 
tle faith on the earth. People do 
not believe in prayer. People do 
not pray through. People do not 
pay the price in heart-searching, 
in long hours, in fasting, in con- 
fession,-in restitution. But when 
God’s people really pray through, 
then they may have revival, may 
have protection, may have provi- 
sion, may have anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, can have anything God 
has for His people. Pray through! 

The unconverted sinner needs 
simply to trust in Christ and in- 
stantly accept salvation. But one 
who is already a child of God, has 
a right to camp on God’s doorstep 
and persistently, insistently plead 
the promises of God and refuse to 
take a denial, until that which is 
needed, that which is imperative to 
win souls and have revivals, is re- 
ceived from God, 

Oh, may God’s people be encour- 
aged to pray, pray, pray — ma 


they be encouraged to PRAY 


| THROUGH! 


Keep on praying 
Till you pray it through, 
ee 2 on praying 
you pray it through. 
God’s great promises 
Are piecing true, 
on 


you pray te through. oa 


In the person of His Son, Jesus 
Christ. You have heard the story 
often enough, how “the Lord has 
laid upon Him the iniquity of us 
all,” how “He His own self bare 
our sins in His own body on the 
tree,” how He has “put away sin 
in the sacrifice of Himself,” how 
He has “tasted death for every 
man.” “The wages of sin is death.” 
The death penalty rests upon ev- 
ery sinner, but the blessed Son of 
God stooped down to take upon 
Himself the penalty due to sin. 
That is the great act of the grace 
of God, opening the door for God’s 
infinite mercy to come to every 
man, every woman, every boy, ev- 
ery girl, and there is not one with- 
in the hearing of my voice who is 
outside of the range of God’s great 
salvation. It is for you. 
bore your sin and has eternal life 
for you because He died in your 
place. Victory over sin is for you 
because Jesus Himself grappled 
with the great foe and vanquished 
it for us. 
Our Responsibitity 
What responsibility rests upon us 
on account of this great grace of 
God, His disposition of grace 
toward us, and His act of pro- 
viding salvation through the death 
of His Son! The apostle Paul tells 
us what is our obligation: ‘Re- 
pentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
These are the two leaves of the 
swinging door into the experiénce 
of salvation. What must I do to 
be saved? In one respect, noth- 
ing; but in another respect, this: 
repent and believe. But will you 
notice, please, that neither one of 
these things is in the strictest 
sense of the word a doing? Ré- 
pentance is not a good work. Be- 
lieving is not a good work. But 
these two constitute simply the es- 
sential attitude for entering into 
the experience of a salvation which 
is already fully provided. 


Repent! 


“Repentance toward God” — that 
word repentance is not very popu- 
lar, but it represents a great ne- 
cessity. Will God receive an un- 
repentant sinner? It would be im- 
possible, for what is repentance? 
Repentance is simply turning away 
from those things which have been 
grievous to God, and turning to 
God with purpose of heart to know 
Him and serve Him and obey Him. 
That is repentance.\There can be 
no pardon where there is no re- 
pentance. “Repentance toward 
God.” This message of grace 
comes to everyone who is tired of 
His sin, who realizes that his sin 
is taking him down to Hell,and 
who, knowing that he cannot free 
himself - from’ the guilt and the 
power of sin, will therefore come 
to God in humility and contrition, 
asking God to-do that for him 
which he knows he cannot do for 
himself. It is this attitude of hu- 
mility, with godly sorrow for sin, 
and purpose to turn from it, that 
constitutes repentance toward God. 


Believe! 


And then — “faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Oh, we have 
had so much confidence in our- 
selves. We have put so much trust 
in ourselves. I tell you that if we 
put just one-tenth of the trust in 
Jesus Christ that we put in our- 
selves, that would be enough faith 
to be saved by. We have always 
thought ourselves so utterly trust- 
worthy, but surely we ought to 
have discovered by this time how 
untrustworthy we are. Many of 
you made resolutions on the first 
of January. This is the 6th. How 
many have you kept? How un- 
dependable we are! Here is a Sav- 
iour who not only died for us on 
the cross but arose again from the 
dead as a mighty victor over sin, 
death and Hell, and is able to save 
to the uttermost. Trust Him hence- 
forth instead of your own inade- 
quate resources, your own insuffi- 
cient merit. You want an atone- 
ment for your sins? Christ dying 
for our sins fully answers to God 
—let that fully answer your 
heart’s cry. You seek deliverance 
from sin’s power? ‘Trust the 


Se 


mighty, risen Saviour for that.| s7mp 


You desire to be sure of heaven? 


¥Y}Rely on Him who said, “I go to 


prepare a place for you.” Here is 
your assurance from God Himself— 
He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.” Now, will you 
put yourself into His hands, very 
simply, very trustfully? | 


Friday, January 24, 1941. 


Helping A 
Home Missionary 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Yes, I will do more tian that, 
I will make all the slides he 
is able to buy and give them 
to him if he wants me to. If 
there are any who would want 
to contribute money for such 
a machine, I will do my best to 
locate one for him at a rea- 
sonable cost. The last time I 
had prices on used machines, I 
could get several for $20.00 to 
$30.00 or $40.00 each, and this 
is much less than the new ones 
for they cost from $50.00 on 
u 


Pp. | 

“T am offering to do this for 
the Master’s cause that he 
‘may be well equipped to win 
lost souls there in that desert 
barren land. 

“Would appreciate any sug- 
gestion you have to make re- 
garding this matter. 

“Your brother in the © 
Master’s name, 

(Signed) “R. B. Stone, Secy.- 

Treas., Faith Mission Band.” 


If you know of an electric 
Stereoptican Lantern Slide Ma- 
chine, one of standard size, that 
could be bought inexpensively, or 
would be donated to this mission 
work among Mexicans and others, 
down on the Texas border, please 
get in touch with Mr. R. B. Stone, 


P. O. Box 133, Lexington, Ken- _ 


tucky, or Rev. L. O. kngelmann, 
Rio Grande City, Texas. 

And if some reader wishes to 
help financially on the cost of such 
a machine or to otherwise support 
his work, you may write Brother 
tngelmann. 

For more than twenty years inti- 
mate acquaintance I guarantee 
that the money will be most care- 
fully used by a sacrificial, unselfish 
and Godly man. This is published 
prayerfully in order to help a work 
that we believe will greatly honor 
the Lord, and in which we have 
the utmost confidence. 
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“World-Wide War 
And the Bible” 


Going Fast 


An order for fifty copies of the 
editor’s book, “World-Wide War 
and the Bible” came this morn- 
ing. A few days ago there was one 
order for 200 copies and one order 
for 100 copies. Other orders are 
coming from far and near. 

One chapter in the book, 
“WORLD-WIDE WAR — WILL 
AMERICA GET IN?” created a 
profound impression in Houston, 
Texas. A preacher was. greatly 
blessed by the sermon, had 7,000 
copies reprinted which were quick- 
ly given out in Houston, blessing 
many. Of this chapter, Rev. Walter 
Taylor, long time head of the Pa- 
cific Garden Mission, said, ‘‘To me 
it is better than ‘Sinners In the 
Hands of an Angry God.’” He re- 
ferred to the famous sermon by 
Jonathan Edwards. Other preach- 
ers say they are preaching the 
message, calling on America to re- 
pent. 


Another chapter arousing wide 
interest is “WAR — SHOULD 
CHRISTIANS FIGHT?” Literally 
millions of young men want to 
know what the Bible says Chris- 
tians ought to do. Many preachers 
are Pacifists, spineless in their at- 
titude toward sin, utterly tages 
in telling what men ought to do 
in these times. The thorough Bi- 
ble teaching of responsibility to. 
government, the duty of Christian 
patriotism, is helping many, they 
tell us. You will want this chapter. 
Mothers and fathers, with boys in 
army camps or subject to draft, 
will want it. Preachers and Bible 
teachers will, want it to help 
others. 

Other _ stirring achat are, 
“WAR: UNIVERSAL HUMAN 
WICKEDNESS AND THE IN- 
EVITABLE COLLAPSE OF CIV- 
ILIZATION,” “THE PROPHE- 
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